
 

Holy Communion 
9.30am – 26th April 2026 
4th Sunday of Easter 
 
Now is eternal life,     152 
if ris’n with Christ we stand, 
in him to life reborn, 
and holden in his hand; 
no more we fear death’s ancient dread, 
in Christ arisen from the dead. 
 
For God, the living God, 
stooped down to our estate; 
by death destroying death, 
Christ opened wide life’s gate. 
He lives, who died; he reigns on high; 
who lives in him shall never die. 
 
Unfathomed love divine, 
reign thou within my heart; 
from thee nor depth nor height, 
nor life nor death can part; 
our life is hid with God in thee, 
now and through all eternity. 

George Wallace Briggs (1875–1959) 
 
Gathering and Greeting 

In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
 The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you 

Alleluia. Christ is risen 
All: He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 

Welcome – Revd Philip Sudell 
 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
Christ our Passover lamb has been 
sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by 
putting away all malice and evil and 
confessing our sins with a sincere and true 
heart. 
Confession 
Most merciful God, Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we confess that we have 
sinned in thought, word and deed.  
We have not loved you with our whole 
heart. We have not loved our neighbours 
as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what 
we have been, help us to amend what we 
are, and direct what we shall be; that we 
may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with you, our God. Amen. 
Assurance of forgiveness 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly 
repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep 
you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
We sing the 
Gloria 
Glory to God, Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest, 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Glory to God, Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest, 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father: receive our prayer. 
 



Glory to God, Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest, 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Glory to God, Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest. 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is 
the resurrection and the life: raise us, who 
trust in him, from the death of sin to the 
life of righteousness, that we may seek 
those things which are above, where he 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
New Testament Reading  
Acts 2:42-47 
42 They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at 
the many wonders and signs performed by 
the apostles. 44 All the believers were 
together and had everything in 
common. 45 They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had 
need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and 
enjoying the favour of all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved. 
 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm 
Psalm 23 
The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I 
shall want. 
1  The Lord is my shepherd; • therefore can 
I lack nothing.  
2  He makes me lie down in green 
pastures • and leads me beside still waters. 
3  He shall refresh my soul • and guide me 
in the paths of righteousness for his name’s 
sake. 
The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I 
shall want. 
4  Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; • for 
you are with me; your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me. 
The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I 
shall want. 
5  You spread a table before me in the 
presence of those who trouble me; • you 
have anointed my head with oil and my cup 
shall be full. 
The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I 
shall want. 
6  Surely goodness and loving mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, • and I 
will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I 
shall want. 
 
New Testament Reading  
Romans 7:1-13 
Do you not know, brothers and sisters – 
for I am speaking to those who know the 
law – that the law has authority over 
someone only as long as that person 
lives? 2 For example, by law a married 
woman is bound to her husband as long as 
he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is 
released from the law that binds her to 
him. 3 So then, if she has sexual relations 
with another man while her husband is still 
alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her 
husband dies, she is released from that law 
and is not an adulteress if she marries 
another man. 



4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died 
to the law through the body of Christ, that 
you might belong to another, to him who 
was raised from the dead, in order that we 
might bear fruit for God. 5 For when we 
were in the realm of the flesh, the sinful 
passions aroused by the law were at work 
in us, so that we bore fruit for death. 6 But 
now, by dying to what once bound us, we 
have been released from the law so that 
we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and 
not in the old way of the written code. 
7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? 
Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not 
have known what sin was had it not been 
for the law. For I would not have known 
what coveting really was if the law had not 
said, ‘You shall not covet.’ 8 But sin, seizing 
the opportunity afforded by the 
commandment, produced in me every kind 
of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was 
dead. 9 Once I was alive apart from the law; 
but when the commandment came, sin 
sprang to life and I died. 10 I found that the 
very commandment that was intended to 
bring life actually brought death. 11 For sin, 
seizing the opportunity afforded by the 
commandment, deceived me, and through 
the commandment put me to death. 12 So 
then, the law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy, righteous and good. 
13 Did that which is good, then, become 
death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, 
in order that sin might be recognised as sin, 
it used what is good to bring about my 
death, so that through the commandment 
sin might become utterly sinful. 
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel 
The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to John. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

John 10:1-10 
‘Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who 
does not enter the sheepfold by the gate, 
but climbs in by some other way, is a thief 
and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes on 
ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. 5 But they will 
never follow a stranger; in fact, they will 
run away from him because they do not 
recognise a stranger’s voice.’ 6 Jesus used 
this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did 
not understand what he was telling them. 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, ‘Very truly I 
tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 
who have come before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep have not listened to 
them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved. They will come in 
and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full. 
 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sermon – Revd Philip Sudell 
Romans: “More than conquerors” 
Serving in the new way of the Spirit 
 
Profession of Faith  
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 



For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.  
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
This response may be used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
And at the end: Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
The Peace  
The risen Christ came and stood among his 
disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the 
Lord. Alleluia. The peace of the Lord be 
always with you. 
All: And also with you. 

Loving Shepherd of thy sheep,     517 
keep thy lamb, in safety keep; 
nothing can thy power withstand, 
none can pluck me from thy hand. 
 
Loving Saviour, thou didst give 
thine own life that we might live, 
and the hands outstretched to bless 
bear the cruel nails' impress. 
 
Loving Shepherd, ever near, 
teach thy lamb thy voice to hear; 
suffer not my steps to stray 
from the straight and narrow way. 
 
Where thou leadest I would go, 
walking in thy steps below, 
till before my Father's throne 
I shall know as I am known. 
 

Jane E Leeson 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks  
 to the Lord our God 
All: It is right to give  
 thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, and in these 
days of Easter to celebrate with joyful 
hearts the memory of your wonderful 
works. For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has conquered 
the powers of death and hell and restored 
in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth 
and heaven resound with gladness, while 
angels and archangels and the powers of all 
creation sing for ever the hymn of your 
glory. 



Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his 
command, grant that by the power of your 
Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; who, 
in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke 
it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, 
eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the 
cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to 
them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me. 
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember 
his offering of himself made once for all 
upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension; we 
look for the coming of your kingdom, and 
with this bread and this cup we make the 
memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.  
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus. 
All: Dying you destroyed our death,  
 rising you restored our life:  
 Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, and 
as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the 
presence of your divine majesty, renew us 
by your Spirit, inspire us with your love and 
unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with all who 
stand before you in earth and heaven, we 
worship you, Father almighty, in songs of 
everlasting praise: 
All: Blessing and honour and glory and 

power be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour 
has taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of Bread 
 We break this bread to share in 
 the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one 

body, because we all share in one 
bread. 

 

Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world, grant us peace. 
 

The Giving of Communion 
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of 
our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for 
you, and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died 
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith with thanksgiving. 



Prayer after Communion 
Father of all, we give you thanks and 
praise, that when we were still far off you 
met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of 
glory. May we who share Christ’s body live 
his risen life; we who drink his cup bring 
life to others; we whom the Spirit lights 
give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set 
before us, so we and all your children shall 
be free, and the whole earth live to praise 
your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Church family news 
 
Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!    145 
Now is the triumph of our King. 
To all the world glad news we bring: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The Lord of Life is risen for ay: 
bring flowers of song to strew his way; 
let all the earth rejoice and say 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Praise we in songs of victory 
that Love, that Life, which cannot die, 
and sing with hearts uplifted high 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Thy name we bless, O risen Lord, 
and sing to-day with one accord 
the life laid down, the life restored: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
. 

CA Alington 
Blessing 
God the Father, by whose glory Christ was 
raised from the dead, strengthen you to 
walk with him in his risen life; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always.  
All: Amen 
 

Dismissal 
He is not here. He is risen. 
Go in peace to love  
and serve the Lord. 

All: In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 
Readings for next Sunday 
3rd May – Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 7.55–60 
Psalm 31:1-5 
Romans 7:13-25 
John 14.1–14 
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The week ahead  

Looking ahead 
Sat 25th April – Men’s Breakfast 
Sun 26th April – Discipleship Training Lunch 
Mon 27th April – PCC Meeting 
Fri 8th May – Christian Aid Quiz 
Sun 17th May - Annual Meetings 
 
 

Co-Mission Revive W/E Away 
26th - 28th June – Booking still open. 

  

 
 

Discipleship Training Lunch  
Come and join us after the 11am service this 
Sunday 26th April. Theme:  

“Answering Common Objections  
to Christian faith” 

 
Christian Aid Quiz – Fri 8th May 
We will be hosting a quiz night for Christian 
Aid week on Friday 8th May from 7pm to 
9:30pm!  
Get a table together 
(tables of 8) and email 
the church office to 
book in.  
£10 per ticket inc 
Ploughmans and donation to Christian Aid 
 

 
 

 
Electoral Roll – revision taking place 
Forms are available on the table at church or 
linked in the weekly email and we’d love 
everyone who considers themselves part of 
St Peter’s to enrol if they are able and qualify 
– you have to either live in the parish or have 
been attending regularly for 6 months. You 
can do this up to the 1st May 
1 
Annual Meetings 
The Annual Meeting of Parishioners for the 
election of Churchwardens (2) and the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
for the presentation of the annual reports 
and the election of 2 Deanery Synod 
members up to 9 members of the Parochial 
Church Council (PCC) will take place after 
the 11am service on Sunday 17th May 
2026. Nomination forms are available 

Sun 
26th    

9.30am 
11am 
12:30pm 

Holy Communion 
Morning Service 
Discipleship Training Lunch 

Mon 
27th           

7.45 for 8pm PCC Meeting 
@163 Colney Hatch Lane 

Tues  
28th           

9:45-11am 
 
 
 

8pm 

Chat & Play for pre-schoolers 
and their parents/minders 
@ St Peter’s Hall 
 

Midweek Groups 
Wed  
29th   

  

Thurs 
30th      

10–11.30am 
 
 
12 noon 
12–3pm 
 
 
3.45-5pm 
 
8pm 

Women’s Bible Study  
@ St Peter’s Hall 
 
Holy Communion 
Community Café 
@ St Peter’s Hall 
 
FAB Club @ St Peter’s Hall 
 
Midweek groups meet 

Fri 
1st May           

7.15-8am Friday Prayer 
@ 163 CHL 

Sat  
2nd    

  

Sun 
3rd   

9.30am 
11am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Service 


